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I t is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of James "Larry" Gardner, age

81. A lifelong Memphian, Larry, was born in Tupelo, MS, the son of James C.
Gardner and Mattie Lou Gardner. He was a proud member of the 1960 class at

Whitehaven High School and went to Memphis State University.

Larry's life was characterized by dedication, service, and kindness. His career in the bus business,
notably his tenure with Greyhound Lines, spanned several decades, and he rose through the
ranks to become a respected Regional Manager in the mid-south. He finished his career as

Operations Manager for Coach USA.

He was an active member of Broadway Baptist Church. His warm demeanor endeared him to

many, creating enduring friendships in Whitehaven and Southaven as well as with his work
friends and customers. He coached baseball, basketball, and was a Boy Scout Leader. He was
always active at Holy Cross Lutheran School and Memphis Prep.

Larry was a devoted family man and could be counted on to help anyone at any time. He had a
profound love for fishing and sharing that with others. He loved classic country along with Sun
and Stax Records Memphis music. Larry was also an avid fan of the St. Louis Cardinals, Memphis,

and Ole Miss.

Larry was preceded in death by his devoted wife of 60 years, Janice C. Gardner, who he selflessly

cared for over many years and his sister, Delores Hunt. He is survived by his sons, Jim Gardner
(Melinda) of Cabot, AR, and Scott Gardner (Kay) of Franklin, TN.

His legacy lives on through his grandchildren: James (Caroline) and John David (Elizabeth),

Peyton, Alex, and Drew Gardner. Larry was also blessed with great-grandchildren Jed and
Emmett Gardner. His extended family loved him including many nephews, nieces, and cousins.
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Visitation will be held Sunday, December 10, 2023, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Memorial Park
Funeral Home, 5668 Poplar Avenue in Memphis. Funeral service to be Monday, December 11,

2023, at 1:30 also at Memorial Park.

Memorials can be made to The Alzheimer’s Association or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
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Visitation

Memorial Park Funeral Home

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

Funeral Service

Memorial Park Fireside Chapel

5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119
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Sunday, December 10, 2023

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM CT

Monday, December 11, 2023

1:30 PM CT
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054239,-89.8725823
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=35.1054604,-89.8727774
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Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Gardner family.

December 10 at 4:35 PM

Anonymous sent a Medium Dish Garden to the Gardner family.

December 10 at 9:49 AM

Anonymous sent a Serene Retreat to the Gardner family.

December 8 at 5:43 PM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Gardner family.

December 8 at 1:36 PM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Gardner family.

December 7 at 9:41 AM

BC Broadway Church posted:

Your church family at Broadway Baptist Church would like to offer their sincere condolences with

great sympathy.

December 7 at 6:56 AM
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Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Gardner family.

December 7 at 4:36 AM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Gardner family.

December 6 at 3:32 PM

RP Robert And Janet Pack planted a Memorial Tree in honor of James.

December 6 at 3:32 PM

Jack Heflin posted:

Prayers to you Jim and all your family ! See you on the golf course one of these days ! Jack and

Sharon

December 6 at 12:37 PM

Anonymous sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Gardner family.

December 6 at 8:21 AM

TY Tommy & Tina Yeager planted a Memorial Tree in honor of James.

December 6 at 8:21 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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